
The approach from Cynthia Enloe’s bestseller, 
The Curious Feminist, suggests that if an individual would
look at the state of the world and at the positions of
power and simply inquire „Where are the women?“, they
just might start to grasp the vast layers and spaces
counquered by masculine privilege. The question
„dampens our curiosity about where women are and
where men are, about who put women there and men
here,about who benefits from women being there and
not someplace else, about what women themselves think
about being there and what they do with those thoughts
when they try to relate to men and to other women.
Any time we don’t pursue these questions, we are likely
to miss patriarchy.“ 

Militarised masculinities is a term that describes the glori-
fication of violence as a matter of protection and honor. 
It defines “real men” as emotionally controlled, physically
strong, aggressive, and dominant over women and non-
dominant men, and it praises loyalty to the nation, 
the military, and hierarchy.
Militaries (and militarised societies) rely on these ideals 
to function. Enloe further explains that these ideals are
socially constructed and continuously reinforced through
nationalism and patriotism, through stereotypical
portrayals of masculinity in media, films, and political
speeches, INCLUDING everyday language.

This definition of masculinity is not limited to professional soldiers. Men across
societies are encouraged to hold themselves to these standards from childhood, playing
with miniature green figurines, which introduce war as something exciting, as a potential
way to win and receive praise in the world, and violence as something normal and
inevitable. This normalization persists even in an age in which we have the tools and
communication skills to negotiate peace AND ENOUGH RESOURCES TO KEEP IT. 
Militarised masculinities shape politics, foreign policy, and international institutions,
making war appear necessary and masculine, while women are cast as those who need
protection, who support the war effort, or who remain invisible. 

Enloe’s key feminist move is to ask:
Who benefits when masculinity is tied to militarism, 
and whose labor and silence make it possible?


